IMPRESARIO

from Elfsfr cf Amour. Jan wondered whether he dared open his
mouth, whether any voice would come. Outside on Times Square
it had begun to snow. He stood at the window, watching the snow,
and, forgetting who his accompanist was, he sang.

So well has he sung for Toscanini, then and since, that the
Maestro calls Jan his favorite tenor, and has summoned him again
and again: to make the "Hymn of Nations" film with him for the
Office of War Information, a thrilling morale film shown in
liberated lands abroad; to sing the leading role in Toscanini's two-
part broadcast production of Beethoven's Fidelio.

Jan knows his art, and he knows his business. By this I don't
mean he is a business man. Alice is far the better business man of
the two, and Jan is the first to admit it. There was the matter of
the radio contract A very good contract, a very good sponsor, but
it would tie Jan up so that he could do nothing else. Alice said no.
I said no. Jan said yes, and signed the contract.

And then the Metropolitan offer came through.

Alice got Jan out of his fix, and he has only recently finished
paying off his penalty in radio appearances at the union scale. The
funniest thing about this is Jan's willingness to confess that he
got himself into that tight spot all by himself, with no help from
anyone. No alibis, no complaints.

There aren't many artists like Jan, nor, for that matter, many
human beings.                                                           !

Either his three fine children or his career or the combination
has made a suburbanite of Jan. Larry, who is fourteen, nine-year-
old Joan and little Susan need plenty of space, and Papa needs
space too. There are few apartment dwellers in New York who will
listen to an opera tenor sing his scales.

So Jan is a commuter, a fact which surprises no one more than
himself. He leaves his beautiful house, which he bought two years
ago, in the morning and catches a bus to the New Rochelle station,
going to his rehearsal for the Celanesehour (on which he has been
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